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ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND LANDSCAPE PARK OF THE 

“VALLEY OF THE TEMPLES” OF AGRIGENTO 

HELLENISTIC-ROMAN QUARTER 

 

11th Excavation, documentation, and conservation diagnostics Campaign for 

Insulae III and IV 

 

Director: Prof. Giuseppe Lepore 

 
 

 
 

The site: the so-called Hellenistic-Roman Quarter is one of the residential sectors of the ancient 

apoikia of Akragas, located in the central area of the city, near the large agora. The quarter has been 

Students are hereby informed that from Monday, March 23rd to Friday, April 10th, 2026, 

applications will be open for participation in the 11th excavation, documentation, and 

conservation diagnostics campaign in Insulae III and IV of the Hellenistic-Roman Quarter 

of Agrigento (Sicily, Italy). 

Activity period: a single session of approximately three weeks from mid-June to mid-July 2026 

(the exact excavation dates will be communicated to the selected participants after the selection 

process). 
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excavated since the 1950s under the direction of Prof. Ernesto De Miro and, since 2016, it has also 

hosted research activities conducted by the University of Bologna. 

In recent years, investigations have focused on two housing units in Insula III, House IIIA and House 

IIIM. The latter, in particular, is a private residence built toward the end of the 3rd century BC, 

restored and kept in use until the 2nd century AD. 

Stratigraphic excavation and the most recent diagnostic technologies and predictive methods for the 

study of the archaeological deposit have made it possible to recover, catalogue, and study an 

extraordinary quantity of painted plasters and moulded stuccoes, attributable to the horizon of the so-

called Structural System (or “First Pompeian Style”) and the Architectural-Illusionistic System (or 

“Second Pompeian Style”). 

 

 
 

In addition to the investigations at Insula III, since 2023 the mission has also been examining a portion 

of Insula IV. In this urban area, substantial buildings have been identified, possibly of a public or 

collective nature, whose stucco decorations and furnishings, with which they were richly equipped, 

are currently under analysis. 
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One building in particular was reused in Late Antiquity, when the remains of an earlier monumental 

structure were cleared away in order to raise the floor levels and create what was likely a Christian 

place of worship. 

 

Furthermore, during the campaign, participants will also be 

involved in the installation and maintenance of an 

archaeological exhibition and display spaces at the 

Regional Archaeological Museum “Pietro Griffo” of 

Agrigento. 

For these activities, the area of interest is Rupe Atenea, 

where in the 1960s a series of Archaic, Classical, and 

Hellenistic structures came to light, in continuity with the 

so-called Hellenistic–Roman Quarter. During those 

excavations, three buildings were identified, one of which 

certainly fulfilled a sacred function. 

The aim of this campaign is to recontextualise the materials 

through the study of the limited published data and to 

further develop their valorisation, already initiated through 

the exhibition Segreta Agrigento. Radici d’Antico, 

organised on the occasion of Agrigento Italian Capital of 

Culture 2025. 

Archaeological and stratigraphic evidence confirms that 

these structures belong to the Late Archaic urban layout of Akragas, developed in the second half of 

the VI century BC, similarly to the nearby Hellenistic–Roman Quarter in the district of San Nicola. 

The ceramic finds recovered (including Ionian fragments, cups, kraters, and kylikes) suggest an initial 

phase of occupation during the Archaic period. 

In the V century BC, the city experienced a major crisis following the Carthaginian invasion of 406 

BC, which resulted in a reduction in population and activity in the 

Colleverde area. 

Subsequently, in the second half of the IV century BC, the area was 

reoccupied and transformed for productive purposes, with the 

construction of workshops. These new installations were intended for 

the production and trade of medicinal products, as demonstrated by the 

numerous pharmaceutical vessels recovered.  

Thus, Building V contained thirty-two eye-salve containers of similar 

form and dimensions, bearing the Greek inscription “ΛΥΚΙΟΝ”, which 

can be associated with lykion, a medicinal preparation known in the 

Classical period for its therapeutic properties. 

https://site.unibo.it/progetto-agrigento-insula-iii/it/segreta-agrigento-radici-d-antico
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In addition to stratigraphic excavation activities, the fieldwork programme includes systematic and 

integrated operations for the study and analysis of archaeological materials. 

Participants will be involved in archaeozoological studies of faunal remains, archaeobotanical 

analyses and the examination of carpological remains, as well as in the classification and 

interpretation of artefacts in glass, ceramic, and metal. 

Within the framework of the project Pinxerunt. Wall Painting in Ancient Sicily, particular attention 

is devoted to the study of decorated surfaces, such as wall paintings, stuccoes, and floor mosaics, 

through specific activities of documentation, cataloguing, and analysis of the contexts of discovery. 

The training experience is further enhanced by the intensive restoration work and emergency 

conservation interventions carried out directly on site. Participants will have the opportunity to work 

alongside specialised conservators in operations aimed at securing artefacts and structures, 

consolidating materials, carrying out preliminary cleaning, and undertaking the initial stages of 

preventive conservation. These activities enable participants to acquire advanced practical skills and 

to develop a thorough awareness of conservation issues in close connection with excavation work. 

Participation therefore integrates excavation practice with the specialist study of materials and 

conservation techniques, providing students with an up-to-date training in archaeological 

investigation and heritage conservation. 

 

How to apply: applications must be submitted by sending an email from the institutional email 

address, from Monday 23 March to Friday 10 April 2026, to Dr. Michael Benfatti 

(michael.benfatti2@unibo.it), with Prof. Giuseppe Lepore (giuseppe.lepore4@unibo.it) in copy, 

with the subject line “AGRIGENTO 2026”. The email must include the following attachments: 

https://site.unibo.it/pinxerunt-pittura-sicilia-ellenistica-romana/it
https://www.unibo.it/sitoweb/michael.benfatti2
https://www.unibo.it/sitoweb/giuseppe.lepore4
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1. A brief curriculum studiorum outlining any previous experience, examinations taken and 

grades obtained, the degree subject (if already defined), the motivation for the application, 

the year and degree programme of enrolment, the student ID number, and a telephone 

contact. 

 

2. A self-declaration on plain paper, according to the following model: I, the undersigned 

…, student ID no. …; enrolled in the … year of …, declare that I hold a valid certificate 

of attendance for the Course on Safety in Archaeological Fieldwork / Excavation Sites, 

or declare that I will enrol in the first available Course on Safety in Archaeological 

Fieldwork / Excavation Sites in order to obtain the required training in due time before 

departure. I further declare that the required certificates and the identity documents in 

my possession are valid and will remain valid for the entire duration of the excavation 

campaign, and that I will provide copies of them at the beginning of the excavation 

activities. I declare that I am willing to present to the Director of Excavation, Prof. 

Lepore, and to the collaborator Dr. Benfatti any documentation attesting the level of 

health protection in operational contexts available to me. I also declare that I will consult 

the official government channels regarding the documents and certificates required for 

travel, and that I will prepare and keep copies of them for the entire duration of my stay. 

Finally, I declare that I am duly enrolled in a degree programme at the University of 

Bologna and that I will possess a certificate confirming this for the entire duration of the 

trip. Place, date, and legible signature. 
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Note on Safety Courses: students who, by the deadline of this call, have not yet completed attendance 

of the Course on Safety in Archaeological Excavation Sites may still apply and may be admitted 

conditionally, pending the submission of the required documentation as soon as it becomes available. 

All required certificates must be obtained before departure for the excavation campaign. 

 

Evaluation criteria: the selection process will consider the following criteria. For those who have 

already taken it, the grade obtained in the examination of Greek and Roman Archaeology and History 

of Art, as well as other examinations completed (particularly in the fields L-ANT/07 and L-ANT/10), 

will be considered. 

Assigned degree theses (in Greek and Roman Archaeology and History of Art or in related subjects), 

any previous experience in relevant fields, and the motivation for the application will also be 

evaluated. 

 

List of eligible candidates: students deemed eligible will be contacted for an introductory oral 

interview, following which the final list of participants admitted to the excavation will be established. 

The interview will be scheduled after the deadline of this call for applications. Details of the meeting 

and the list of candidates admitted to the interview will be published on the websites of Dr Benfatti 

(click here) and Prof. Lepore (click here). During the interview, candidates may inform the director 

of the excavation of any allergies, specific needs, or personal circumstances that may interact with 

the normal activities of archaeological fieldwork. 

 

Notification of admission: students admitted to the Agrigento excavation will receive a specific 

notification by telephone or email in sufficient time to organise their departure. 

 

Expenses and other information: the archaeological mission will cover participants’ board and 

accommodation expenses and, within the limits imposed by available funding, travel costs. In any 

case, detailed information regarding the expenses that can be covered will be provided during the 

interview. 

The project directors may ask participants to give their consent for the use of photographs, videos, or 

other audiovisual materials for scientific and dissemination purposes. Such images may also be 

published on social media pages and official university channels. 

 

 

Ravenna, 19th March 2026 

 

Prof. Giuseppe Lepore 

Greek and Roman Archaeology 

https://www.unibo.it/sitoweb/michael.benfatti2
https://www.unibo.it/sitoweb/giuseppe.lepore4

