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Applications are now open for participation in the 2nd Surface Survey Campaign in the 

 

MIDDLE RENO VALLEY  
PROVINCE OF BOLOGNA – MUNICIPALITIES OF CASALECCHIO DI RENO, 

SASSO MARCONI, MARZABOTTO, VERGATO 

 
 
Scientific Director: prof. Enrico Giorgi (enrico.giorgi@unibo.it)  

Co-direction and Field Coordination: dott.ssa Elena Gazzoli 
(elena.gazzoli2@unibo.it ) 

 
ACTIVITY PERIODS: 

o 1° shift: 14 – 25 settembre 2026 
o 2° shift: 12 ottobre – 23 ottobre 2026 
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The survey campaign is an integral part of a project launched in 2024 aimed at reconstructing Roman-
period settlement patterns in the Reno Valley. The 2025 survey campaign, conducted between 
Casalecchio di Reno and Sasso Marconi, mainly along the left bank of the Reno River across hilly and 
valley-floor areas, led to the identification of previously unknown sites of various chronological 
phases and verified areas already known in the literature for Roman-period finds. 
The 2026 survey will again involve the municipalities of Casalecchio di Reno and Sasso Marconi, 
extending further south. Many of the areas covered by the project are previously unexplored and will 
be included in archaeological research for the first time. The campaign thus represents an opportunity 
to discover the archaeological potential of still-unexplored areas and constitutes an important 
contribution to the study and reconstruction of Roman-period landscapes in this territory. 
Field survey activities will involve walking across ploughed land or areas with sparse vegetation and 
will include the use of remote sensing tools, possibly including coring. 
 

• Activities will take place from Monday to Friday. Working hours will be communicated in 
advance and may vary depending on logistics and weather conditions (approximately 7:30 am 
– 4:30 pm). 

• Accommodation is not provided. 

• Survey areas are easily accessible from Bologna, with several public transport connections 
(train line Bologna–Porretta Terme; main bus lines 92 and 706). The daily meeting point is 
generally at Sasso Marconi railway station (https://maps.app.goo.gl/). 

• Packed lunch will be provided by the mission. 

• Required equipment: suitable footwear (trekking shoes or boots), work gloves, trowel, hat 
and sun protection, water bottle, smartphone (with camera and internet connection). 

 
Applications may be submitted by students enrolled on the following degree programmes: Classics; Ancient 
History; Archaeology and Cultures of the Ancient World; Cultural Heritage; Archaeological, Artistic and 
Landscape Heritage; Conservation and Restoration of Cultural Heritage; Postgraduate School in Archaeological 
Heritage.  
Preference for participation will be given to those who have attended or successfully passed exams in the 
courses ‘Landscape Archaeology’ and/or ‘Urban Archaeology’, or who are final-year undergraduates in 
subjects relevant to those covered by the project. 
 
Applications must be submitted by completing this Google Form https://docs.google.com/forms/ by 
30/05/2026. Please indicate in the form if you have your own transport. The list of admitted 
applicants will be published by 8 June 2026. In any case, selected candidates will be contacted by 
email or invited to an organizational meeting.  
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