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Editorial
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Present accessibility for archaeologists of  remote sensing techniques has dramatically altered our per-
ception of  ancient landscapes in the last two decades: if  this seems even a trivial truth at present, in fact 
it needs to be properly framed in a conceptual and practical modelisation. The reconstruction of  ancient 
natural and anthropized landscapes presents a series of  local challenges during field surveys, both archa-
eological and geomorphological. In fact, if  on the one hand the informative potential varies enormously 
depending on the nature of  the terrain and of  ancient settlements, on the other we have to cope with an 
ever-increasing array of  modern and contemporary dangers: deforestation entailing soil erosion carries 
away whole sets of  evidence, flooding and silting conceal entire landscapes, agricultural mechanization 
brings the levelling of  fields (with deep ploughing removing superficial evidence as well), manuring chan-
ges the patterns of  artifactual dispersion, not to speak of  all the other actions connected with economic 
development (urbanization, construction of  dams and other infrastructures, digging of  canals, etc.). Of  
course, site is a somewhat narrow definition if  it is limited to settlements, it should be extended to landmar-
ks such as ancient canals, roads (encompassing tracks such as “hollow” ways) and other earthenworks as 
well. In the current, quickly changing world we benefit of  unprecedented options in documentation but at 
a rate barely parallel to the accelerating destruction of  the evidence. In modern surveys, research design 
has become an integrated task drawing not only from many different fields, but applying simultaneously 
also diverse perspectives and approaches, from micro- to macro-scales, envisioning a continuum of  data 
which binds nested landscapes and humanscapes.

If  we look at the sheer number of  published surveys in the Near East, for example, the need for a 
coordinated effort for mapping in a digital environment what has been put on paper is as evident as awe-
inspiring because of  the magnitude of  such task and the rapid development of  research questions which 
risks to make obsolete the initial structure: while a cooperative spirit going in the direction of  networked 
science may be the best answer to this challenge, at present there are but a few projects which have tackled 
or are tackling holistically this issue (the CRANE 2.0 project seems highly promising in this respect). If  a 
quantitative basis is indeed a prerequisite for any sound evaluation of  trends, it is however the quality of  
the data collected/created which allows for complex explanatory models. A public webGIS encompassing 
published the survey data collected thus far would enable students and scholars to single out settlement 
patterns at an unprecedented scale, would allow heritage managers to monitor more effectively public and 
private works on the terrain in view of  site protection and may pave the road for automatized procedures 
for recognition of  new sites (especially in areas not yet covered by modern surveys).

Nicolò Marchetti


