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Any scientific journal reaching two decades of  regular activity has taken on, in the course of  time, some 
special characteristic in the eyes of  readers. Ocnus focuses, and will continue so, on historical archaeology 
with a solidly built critical approach, one of  the main pluses of  the Specialization School of  Archaeological 
Heritage at the University of  Bologna. At the same time, the epistemological challenges of  the postmodern 
world need to be addressed through a variety of  approaches which will be hosted by our journal: multidis-
ciplinarity, interdisciplinarity and hybridization become part of  an anthropological perspective in which 
archaeology is seen as fully integrated within the broader frame of  social sciences. Different disciplines do 
not contribute to historical and behavioral explanations simply by an accumulation of  knowledge, but also 
contaminating each other through shared objectives and views. If  data represent a construct of  research-
ers depending on their questions, we aim at producing new qualities of  data by raising debates, assessing 
analyses of  different kinds of  evidence and providing responses that are scientific so far as they allow the 
possibility of  being verified at each step.

The social significance of  archaeology has become more stringent than ever. Striving for what we may 
call Inclusive Archaeology means sharing an approach based on openness: towards local and regional 
communities (science does not live in isolation but has an impact on and needs feedback from civil society), 
towards the scientific community (dissemination of  newly produced data is the core mission of  scientists), 
towards the global community (digital technologies must be used to build new forms of  integrated datasets 
which may be used freely through the web). In addition, we feel that there should be no preconception in 
discussing and proposing new Laws for the protection of  the cultural heritage: whereas in recent years the 
global, illegal market of  antiquities has proved itself  in many cases stronger than what States could op-
pose to it, it may be time to consider how some degree of  global control on market, rather than a simple 
contrast, may enhance our care for a heritage that is being destroyed at a pace sometimes faster than the 
methods and views we can develop for understanding it.

Nicolò Marchetti
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