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THE DATE FORMULAE OF THE TABLETS EXCAVATED AT TELL AS-SADOUM 
(SEASON 2005) AND THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE OLD BABYLONIAN KINGS OF 
MARAD
Abbas al-Hussainy

Introduction1

In southern Mesopotamia, from the Akkadian 
to Old Babylonian periods, years were usually re-
ferred to by year names. Every year was named 
after one or more major events. So year names, 
which were used both for propagandistic purposes 
and to date documents, record signifi cant events 
of  various kind, and provide us with important 
pieces of  information concerning political history 
and cultic activities (Horsnell 1999a: 123-147; 
2003; 2004).

Some of  the cuneiform tablets that were ex-
cavated at Tell as-Sadoum, the ancient Mesopo-
tamian city of  Marad (al-Hussainy 2010: 65-66; 
de Boer 2013: 73-74), by the Iraqi expedition di-
rected by the author in 2005 (second season of  
excavations) bear dates of  this type. A number of  
legal and economic texts were found in Square 
2, Room 12, near the temple of  the god Lugal-

Marada (the principal shrine of  the city)2, but only 
few of  them are dated. These date formulae from 
excavated tablets from Marad are presented and 
discussed below. In addition, the chronology of  
the kings of  Marad will be reviewed in the light of  
these new data. 

The Date Formulae

DF 1
mu ús-sa ia-am-si-èl lugal, “Year following (the 

year named) ‘Yamsi-El is king’” (M2,51).
This is the second regnal year of  Yamsi-El3. 

The same date formula is attested in Simmons 
1978: no. 117. Yamsi-El is known to have suc-
ceeded Sumu-numkhim on the throne of  Marad 
and to have ruled for at least two years (de Boer 
2013: 78, 85). 

A number of cuneiform tablets were found in the second season of excavations at Tell as-Sadoum, the ancient 
Mesopotamian city of Marad. They are legal and economic documents dating to a limited period of time, ex-
tending from the reign of Sumu-(w)atar (ca. 1877 BC), the third-last independent king of Marad, to the time 
of the Babylonian king Sin-muballit (ca. 1812-1793 BC). Some of these texts also contain date formulae, 
which provide some information on the political history of Marad in the early Old Babylonian period and 
allow us to refi ne the chronology of the kings who ruled over Marad at that time.

1 I would like to thank Gianni Marchesi, who offered his 
expertise in reading cuneiform tablets and graciously re-
vised my original manuscript, The Civic Denotations of  Un-
published Date Formulas from Tell as-Sadoum (Ancient Marad) 
(Season 2005). The published photos were taken by Khalil 
al-Tamimi. Absolute dates in this article are according to 
the so-called Middle Chronology. 

2 For Lugal-Marada, the patron god of  Marad, see Stol 
1987.

3 For this type of  year name, characterized by the mu ús-sa 
formula, see Horsnell 1999a: 139-145. The mu ús-sa year 
names were usually provisional, being used before regular 
year names were promulgated. However, sometimes a mu 
ús-sa name was used even after the promulgation of  the 
new year name as an alternative to the latter. Finally, it 
also happened that no new year name was promulgated; 
in that case the provisional mu ús-sa name remained in 
use throughout the year.
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DF 2
mu ús-sa bàd éreški, “Year following (the year 

named) ‘The city wall of Eresh’” (M2,20; Figs. 
1-2). 

The construction of the city wall of Eresh, an 
important ceremonial center consecrated to the 
cult of the grain goddess Nisaba (or Nissaba)4, 
was commemorated in the fi fteenth year name 
of Sin-muballit, king of Babylon. Three different 
variants of this date formula are attested: 1) mu 
bàd éreški sîn(30)-mu-ba-lí-iṭ ba-dù, “Year ‘Sin-
muballit built the city wall of Eresh’”; 2) mu bàd 
éreški ba-dù, “Year ‘The city wall of Eresh was 
built’”; 3) mu bàd gal éreški, “Year ‘The great 
wall of Eresh’” (Horsnell 1999b: 98-99). The date 
formula in our text refers to the sixteenth year 
of Sin-muballit5, before it was offi cially renamed 
mu <dsîn(EN:ZU)-mu-ba-lí-iṭ lugal-e> gišgu-za 
kù-sig17 bára maḫ dlugal-gú-du8-a mu-na-dím, 
“Year ‘<Sin-muballit, the king,> fashioned the 
golden throne of the august dais for (the god) 
Lugal-Gudua’”6. The latter name was probably 

4 For Eresh and the problem of  its location, see Civil 1983: 
43-45; Steinkeller 2003: 624-631.

5 See nr. 3 above.
6 The reconstruction of  the full form of  this year name 

is based on Dalley, Yoffee 1991: no. 208 rev. 2: mu gišgu-
za dlugal-gú-du8-a mu-⸢na⸣-dím; Simmons 1978: no. 161 

Fig. 1. M2,20 obverse Fig. 2. M2,20 reverse

promulgated during Simānu (May-June)7, the 
third month of the southern Mesopotamian 
calendar.

The use of a Babylonian year name in the text 
M2,20 implies that Marad was controlled by Ba-
bylon in the time of Sin-muballit. This fact is also 
confi rmed by another year name of Sin-muballit, 
Sin-muballit 12, which celebrates the construc-
tion of the city wall of Marad by the Babylonian 
king (Horsnell 1999b: 97). When exactly Marad 
passed in the hands of the Babylonians, however, 
remains unclear. In point of fact, no Babylonian 
king claims to have conquered Marad. The only 
other reference to Marad in year names of Baby-
lon is found in Sumu-la-El 3 and 4: mu ḫa-lam-
bu-ú gištukul ba-sàg, “Year ‘Khalambû was defeat-
ed’”, mu ús-sa ḫa-lam-bu-ú [gištukul b]a-sàg, “Year 
following (the year named) ‘Khalambû was [de-
fe]ated’” (King 1900: no. 101 i 18-19). The Kha-
lambû of these date formulae is almost certainly 
the self-same king of Marad named Alum-pi-umu 
(a-lum-pí-ú-mu) (Leemans 1966; Yuhong 1998: 224; 
Charpin 2004: 87). However, Sumu-la-El does 
not seem to have annexed Marad to his kingdom, 

ll. 32-33: mu gu-za kù-sig17 
dlugal-gú-du8-a; and King 

1900: no. 101 ii 44: mu gišgu-za bára maḫ […]. Cfr. also 
Horsnell 1999b: 99-100.

7 Note that our text is dated: iti itisig4.a u4 2-kam, “month 
Simānu, second day”, while Simmons 1978: no. 161 (cfr. 
previous note) has: iti sig4.a, “month Simānu”.
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8 Presumably, Sumu-la-El’s campaign aimed at re-obtain-
ing the control of  Dilbat, which had been captured by 
Alum-pi-umu (Charpin 2004: 87, 94-95).

Fig. 3. M2,138 obverse
Fig. 4. M2,138 reverse

when he defeated Khalambû aka Alum-pi-umu8. 
In fact, three kings ruled at Marad after Alum-pi-
umu and before the city passed under the control 
of Babylon (see below).

DF 3
mu ús-sa íd-su-mu-la-èl, “Year following 

(the year named) ‘The Canal of  Sumu-la-El’” 
(M2,138; Figs. 3-4).

This date formula recalls the twelfth year 
name of  Sumu-la-El – mu <su-mu-la-èl lugal-e> 
íd-su-mu-la-èl m[u-un-ba-al], “Year ‘<Sumu-la-El, 
the king,> [dug] the Sumu-la-El Canal’” (recon-
structed after King 1900: no. 101 i 27) – and des-
ignates Sumu-la-El year 13. The latter year was 
then renamed mu su-mu-la-èl kišiki ba-ḫulu, “Year 
‘Sumu-la-El smote Kish’” (Horsnell 1999b: 52), to 
celebrate Sumu-la-El’s victory over Kish (Charpin 
2004: 95).

The date formula on M2,138 shows that 
Sumu-la-El controlled Marad already in his thir-

teenth regnal year. This fact also has important 
implications for determining the chronology of 
the kings of Marad before Sumu-la-El.

Chronological Implications

The matter of  the sequence and chronology 
of  the kings of  Marad in the early Old Babylo-
nian period has most recently been discussed by 
Rients de Boer (2013). He proposed the following 
sequence and dates:

Alum-pi-umu ca. 1890/1885-1879
Sumu-ditana ca. 1878-1871
Sumu-(w)atar around 1871
Sumu-numkhim ca. 1870-1864
Yamsi-El ca. 1864-1862
Babylon ruled Marad ca. 1861 until at least 

the reign of  Sabium

However, DF 3 above tells us that Sumu-la-El 
was in control of Marad already in his year 13, 
that is, 1868 BC. This fact implies that it is not 
possible to insert four kings of Marad between 
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structed and Critically Annotated in the Light of  Their Ex-
emplars, Hamilton, Ontario: McMaster University 
Press.

Horsnell, M.J.A., 2003. Why Year-Names? An 
Exploration into the Reasons for Their Use, Orien-
talia 72: 196-203.

Horsnell, M.J.A., 2004. On the Use of Year-
Names in Reconstructing the History of the First 
Dynasty of Babylon, in G. Frame (ed.), From the 
Upper Sea to the Lower Sea: Studies on the History of 
Assyria and Babylonia in Honour of A.K. Grayson (Pub-
lications de l’Institut historique-archéologique 
néerlandais de Stamboul 101), Leiden: Neder-
lands Instituut voor het Nabije Oosten: 165-186. 

al-Hussainy, A., 2010. Some Cylinder Seals 
from the Iraqi Excavations at Marad, Mesopotamia 
45: 65-70.

King, L.W., 1900. Letters and Inscriptions of  
Ḫammurabi, King of  Babylon, about B.C. 2200, II, Ba-
bylonian Texts, Continued, London: Luzac and co.

Leemans, W.F., 1966. King Alumbiumu, Jour-
nal of  Cuneiform Studies 20: 48-49.

Simmons, S.D., 1978. Early Old Babylonian Doc-
uments (Yale Oriental Series - Babylonian Texts 
14), New Haven-London: Yale University Press.

Steinkeller, P., 2003. The Question of  Lugal-
zagesi’s Origins, in G.J. Selz (ed.), Festschrift für 
Burkhart Kienast zu seinem 70 Geburtstage dargebracht 
von Freunden, Schülern und Kollegen (Alter Orient und 
Altes Testament 274), Münster: Ugarit-Verlag: 
621-637.

Stol, M., 1987. Lugal-Marada, Reallexikon der 
Assyriologie und Vorderasiatischen Archäologie 7.1/2: 
148-149.

Yuhong, W., 1998. Kings of  Kazallu and 
Marad in the Early OB Period, in H. Erkanal, 
V. Donbaz, A. Uğuroğlu (eds.), Relations between 
Anatolia and Mesopotamia (XXXIV Rencontre As-
syriologique Internationale), Ankara: Türk Tarih 
Kurumu Basımevi: 221-227.

Alum-pi-umu and Sumu-la-El. Accordingly, 
de Boer’s reconstruction should be modifi ed as 
follows:

Sumu-ditana
Alum-pi-umu ?-1878 (= Sumu-la-El 3; 

see above)
Sumu-(w)atar 18779

Sumu-numkhim 1876-1871
Yamsi-El 1871-1869
Babylon ruled Marad since 1868 (= DF 3 

= Sumu-la-El 13; see 
above)10
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